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PROTOCOL:  These guidelines for MAT Induction Protocol outline the two methods to be 

used during the induction phase when individual begins medication therapy using buprenorphine. 
 

PURPOSE:  This protocol outlines the guidelines for prescribing buprenorphine for those 

addicted to either long or short-acting opioids. 

 

SCOPE:  Medical providers who are waivered to prescribe buprenorphine. 

 

DEFINITIONS: MAT = Medication Assisted Treatment 

 

PROCEDURE(S):  

 

 

Office-Based Induction 

1. Patients will meet with a MAT provider to assess options for MAT, assess risks for 

participation, review MAT program, and discuss the induction process. 

2. Patient will be given a Suboxone prescription to be filled at the patient’s pharmacy of 

choice. The patient is not to take the medication until seen in the office for induction.  

The prescription should be written for: 

a. Suboxone 8mg/2mg film. Take 1 film SL daily as instructed for induction. 

Dispense #8. 

3. The patient and Medical Provider will determine the date of the induction and allow for 

2-4 hours of time in the office. 

4. The patient will be instructed to stop all full agonist opiates 24-48 hours prior to the 

induction date as determined by the Medical Provider based on type of full agonist 

opiate. 

5. Induction procedure based on the following algorithms: 
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In-Home Induction 

 

1. Provider will explain the induction process to patients. 

2. Providers will provide patients the in-home induction sheet. 
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